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'Iſtory the only Office of Intelligence, where- 
at we inform our ſelves of the Tranſafti- 
ons .of former Ages, amongſt other things 
that it hands dowa to poſterity , relates; 
that before: that "Mexander the Great left 

| the. world ( his ) ſome Aftrono» 
mers of that Age obſerved a new ries of Stars ſo 
placed in the Heavens , that they made exally theſe 
words, autegs 6 Anifarde@- Frloxc, To dey dies As 
lexander. Whether we kcep | ap correſpondence with 
Antiquity or no; .or whether this may not be a lye dreſ- 
ſed up in the ſpecious term of authentick Hiſtory, I ſhall 
not. diſpute, though I cannot but give ſome credit to it. For 
fince that Providence made Bonefires at his Birth, lighting 
the vaſt: [Temple of Epheſus as a Flambeau to _ EXAN- 
derinto the World, and fo made uſe of an y Comet 
asa Phoſphorss touſher the Riſing-Sun into our lower Hemis 
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ſphere : 


ſphere : what wonder that the Heavens ſhould publiſh his 
eath, ſeeing his victorious life had made him ſo Aumtal ras that 
no Adina of of his could be ſufficiently folkemnized 
Prodigy of his VaſTal the Earth.” Bot whether fexamke 
Fate was thus written in the Heavens, or no, *tis certain 
that there are many fick-brain'd and Fop-Aſtrologers that 
are continually poring in the Skies, as if the Deſtiny of all 
Mortals were written there. They hunt among the Stars 
for Propheties, and News for future Ages, as if rhe Firma- 
ment were but 4 great Vokume, or veſt-Sheet of Paper, 
and the Stars an Alphabet,in ſuch manner diſpoſed,as if God 
Allmighty .-had wruxen therein the Deſtiny of Kings and 
Kingdows fortheſe ſilly men to read througha Jacob'sStaff. 
"Tis ſtragge how preſumptuouſly theſe men will pretend to 
beable to read God Allmighty* $ hardeſt Hand, and under- 
ſtand his Secrets written 1n his abſtruſeſt CharaQters, by 
finding ftrange Hier Sencein the 'Plyyers ; 
as in heality th their & is odaaled by mud conte 
tingthoſe/brighe Orbs, that atlaft they unde1 
hn, likethoſe that look long at the Sun, thet hey id x 
themſelves blind ; or rather, it fares with them as idid 
with the ancient Aſtronomers, who by.continudlly gazing, 
at the Heavens, atlaſt paved themſelves into a belief that 
they. ſaw ſtrange Forms, as Centaurs, - Bears and Scorpions, 
whercas to every ſoundeye thereappears no more than an 
#zore 'ground ftudded with a few: Celeſtial Gems.  Thefe 
Might-Philaſophers that have an IntelleQt as dark as the 
time they ſtudy in, and a Brain ascloudy as the nar +. Han 
gion they lbok through, are {till looking 
+ * Opticks, as if thole filly he nomng could DU SOR moral 
fight to fee into future Ages, and diſcern things —_— 
ſtanc as the end cf time; they are continually 


the Moon and Stars, as OI many Looking: 
Claſſes: 


&Þ, 
6f men below.; and thoſe not vnly preſent 'and paſt; but. 
futureeoo.  Andindeedtheyare fo tefirousof ſecing fume»: 
thing, thar oftentimes tliey fanoy that they fee ftrange things. 
incarneſt, as the Downfal of Kingdoms; Subverſionof Em. 
pires, Civil Wars, Taging Plagues, and a thoufand foch 
aery Fantoms ; like Children, who by long looking on the 
Clouds, frame to themſelves Men on ck, Chariots. 
drawn by Lions, Armies in Battel-Array; and the like, 
which,' thoſe that fland by and hear them telt their Viſion, 
know tobe no more than the deluſions of a weak fight; and: 
a weaker Brain. But yet the curioſity of man ( who ſel- 
dom expeUs with patience the natural Birth of things, but 
is til}: beſt pleaſed: when nature by ſome extraordina 

means miſcarries, 'and is _ to Bed of ait abortive 1I!- 
fue;: belove The is half out of her Reckoning) receives al- 
moſt _ Dream for a Prophecy, although the Aftrologer 
can foretcl: no mare of the thing he propheſies about, than. 
only tharireicher- wilt be,'or will not.” As I'deteſt the pra-- 
Ctices of theſe 'mpoſtors; ſo 1 fhallimpoſe no ſuch lies upon: 
the world  $0r my 'PrediCtions ſhalappear as- infallible as- 
theirs uncertain, and as impoſſible to be falſe, as *tis that 
the Sun ſhould run counter, Rivers fide back into their: 
Springs, and the Moog loſe' her way, and mſtead of travel- 
hong om Eaft to Weſt, wander in the uhknown'paths of 
the North. For1do notdraw my Conſequences ( asothers- 
do) from betweenthe Horns of the Moon, nor pretend to- 
have ſeen what I foretel, writtew in the Forehead of Mereu-- 
75, or Yemus ; nor do Ideduce any thiag from the dark fen-- 
tences-of our Engliſh Sibyl, Mother Shipton, or from the e- 
quivocal: Writings of our moderti 'Gypfie-Prophets, but. 
from theunvarieble tenour of Providence, immutable na- 
_ of things, and convincing Axioms-of Ethick Philoſo- 
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from thiol infallible Rules Idraw tha this 


'Eirft | 
following | year-4679 will ke: infefted with an univerſal 


the Engliſh-generally gall ice, This malignant Peſt:firſt 
began-1nthe- firſt yearof the Creation of the Univerſe, and 
was: brought into! the world''by the man that firſtreceived 
life, the-protoplaſt ddam; and he got/itfrom a ſurfeit. By 
eating too much of the fruit of Paradiſe he fell deſperately 
kekof this -Diſgaie, and fo! infeQed his whole progeny ; 
for the Fountain being ance | pworyex the-ftreams that run 
from it muſt needs be tainted { and this year this-old Diſeaſe 
will be as Tife as ever. © No Country, Town, or Family will 
be free from its ;infeCtion. You may. go round Zondor,, as 
Diogenes wentabout\ Athens with alanthorn-and Candle at 
Mid-night,or Mid-tlay to ſeek for a-lane man; and you find 
all either dangerouſly ſick, or far gone of this Diſeaſe: nay, 
ſhould one of the .quick ſighted Spirits of Heaven take the 
Moon in lis hand fer a Torch by night, and the-Sun for a 
Light by-day;and ſeareh-the world-in every corer,he would 
not find one ſingle perſon' free fromall the ſymptams of his 
Plague; the Species of which are infinite, and the effets 
various. For ſome it fieſes with a deſperate Melancholy, 
ſome with a cholerick Frenzy, -and ſome it turns all into 
pune fleſh, and proud humours. | Others it takes with a 
ind of .a Dropſie, which the Moral Phyſician ,Sexeca calls 
Avarice. This thirlty Diſeaſe and ravenous Diſtemper 
makes the greedy Parient ſtill gape after precious Liquor ; 
| but the more hedrinks the dryer he grows, and is never ſa- 
tisfied till he is choked, like Aids with liquid Gold. _ But 
with moſt this Epidemical Plague will turn to a malignant 
, Fever, known to the Latine DoQors by the name of Zxes YVe- 
neres, This lecherous Diſeaſe burns man quite up with the 
- flames of Luft, and-deltroys the whole Fabrick by frg 
CON within, 


within;. and rotting it without. Some of theſe are aſhamed ' 
of their: misfortune, and like the Egyptian Bird that buries- - 
her Exqcrement becauſe ſhe'knows it noxious toother Bedlſts, 
conceal: their. Malady from: the publick eye, becauſe they | 
will not poyſon the whole Flock ,, but: others -glory-in their- 
condition, -ahd  publiſh-their Diſtemper to the world, car- 
rying their Leprofie with Oz4as, in their very Fore-heads ; 
and 'to.i {ſhew.that.they have the malicious: nature of thoſe 
that are-fick,of the/Plague, 'they' endeavour to infeft all 
they meet; clteeming themſelves never worſe: than when 
they ſee others well, and ſo bear a malice equaltothar of the- 
Devil whoſe greateſt Hellit is to ſee. others 1n Heaven.I have 
faid {v, much of this dreadful Peſtilence,] that I come later 
than L intended, to ſpeak- of the: univerſal Slaughter that 
ſhall be. committed upon all Sexes,  andall Ages by: that pale 
Monſter-which the Evangeliſt-ſaw- inthe Apocalypſe, arm'd 
with a ſharp Sythe, mounted-on a rawbon:d Horle, - 
that went more. ſwift, than /March Winds, or Summes- 
Lightning. This mercileſs Tyrant, which-the Greek Texy 
calls 7hanatos,. and the Engliſh, Death,. has:been.o0n Horſe, 
back ſome thouſands of years, riding down all A- 
es towards the end of time, and is now comewithin. ſome 
ew days of 79, and when he reaches it, he'll begin his - 
Maſſacre fromthe very firſt moment of the year; and con- - 
tinue it to the laft, upon men ok, alk Degrees and Apes: 
He'll bear no reſpeCt to Nobility, no pity towards--Youth or - 
Beauty ; the Rich ſhall find no Treaſures to bribe him, the - 
Stout no courage”to reſiſt him, the Eloquent no Rherorick : 
to move him, nor the Dextrous any Sleight to ayoid his - 
Stroke., for where he-aims he -hits,- and where he hits he - 
kills: no .crowd 'of Clients [ſhall defend the: potent, no. 
corner ' conceal the timerous, ſince” the Mothers Womb- 
{ball not be able to hide her. lafant-from his Weapon. _ ; 
TRIS » 
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theme and blind ſhall he in: the Streersas hoarfe with b 
ging, asif they had been bawling tothe Clouds-or Stars 
..an Alms,/ and-yet ſhall /have-their Purſes as! emp 
they had been begging from Marble” Starues,' ame, 

out their hands to-Monuments of Brals. 

This,: and much "more ſhall happen, and if it fails, le 
the: World: caſt thelye in-my teeth in as opprobriousterms 
as it can; and tet'every underſtanding man tell me I prophe- 
fie no truer thana Poet!,'ibut let me tell you, if whatThave 
foretold, happens not,' you may apes that the next year 
the 'Heavens turn - ba rds, - the Sun be blown our, 
the Rivers forget et their xv intothe' Sea, and run over the 
tops of Mountains, andalt put off their -old nature, as 
Serpents do their caft-off Skins, dnid no longer remain the 


things they were. 
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- There larly Publ a Carhoick Pitt Pilt to purge pope ak 
Preparatory Ce, jating e grow alignity of Popery: 
- Chriſtianity : By a —_— Son o* the Ca Cathwlick 
ba Chuxch. ' Uſeful ior all private Families. 


